








Julie Musgrave:	Hi there, and thanks for joining us. I'm Julie Musgrave. Specialized technology at Community Regional is part of what doctors say recently saved a man's life. The other part, all thanks to a 24/7 team effort that you won't find at many other central Valley hospitals.
Gary Gramenz:	You really do feel like you've been given a second chance.
Julie Musgrave:	Gary Gramenz doesn't remember much.
Maureen Stony B...:	It was a very, very rapid onset.
Julie Musgrave:	But his partner, Maureen Stony Barrett certainly does.
Maureen Stony B...:	The words we got, that I heard, were if we waited much longer, even an hour or so, I think we would have lost this man.
Julie Musgrave:	Doctors say the Dean of Education at Fresno Pacific University nearly died from a complicated lung infection. Until that is the team at Community Regional got ahold of him.
Maureen Stony B...:	The moment they laid eyes on you, boy, things really started to move.
Gary Gramenz:	Right.
Julie Musgrave:	Doctors used specialized technology called the ECMO machine. It's seen as a last resort treatment for respiratory, cardiac and heart failure cases. It's similar to dialysis and that it works like a heart and lung bypass tool, pumping blood out and putting oxygen back in. However, the ECMO can do a lot more, a lot faster.
Dr. Eyad Almasr...:	We technically circulate the blood at least once per minute.
Julie Musgrave:	But because the process is complicated, it requires a team effort 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Only the highest level of care hospitals like Community Regional choose to invest in that.
Dr. Eyad Almasr...:	So you have to be able to mobilize all of those resources very quickly, and that could not be done in any other institution.
Dr. Mohamed Fay...:	[inaudible] look at the survival rate after applying the ECMO treatment, national average about 50%. One of the things that's very obvious is, without the treatment he would have been dead otherwise.
Julie Musgrave:	For Gary, having access to this team is priceless.
Gary Gramenz:	There's a lot of words that we'd use to describe. Luck would be one of them. Fortunate, blessed, honored, humbled, lot of words to describe how I feel about the whole process.
Julie Musgrave:	And he's looking forward to taking full advantage of that second chance he's been given.
Gary Gramenz:	I couldn't move my legs. I wasn't eating because I couldn't swallow. I was on dialysis.
Gary Gramenz:	I'm off dialysis. I can eat a full meal. And I will walk out of this hospital.


