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Rick Hatton:
I just couldn't get up. They had to call the ambulance because my blood was ... I wasn't paying attention to my stool, the color of the stool. And you need to do that. I know that now. I thought it was a hernia. And I just thought well I can take care of this, this is no big deal. I probably would have came in sooner, if I would've known it was going to be colon cancer. And it was pretty bad. I like to look at pictures. And I wanted to see what we were talking about. I was scared. I mean it's a huge operation.
Dr. Amir H. Fathi:
... cutting close to 70% of this gentleman's liver off in order to render him cancer-free and then re-anastomosing, basically putting back the pieces of bowel that left outside of the body from the last surgery when it was done emergently to save his life.
Dr. Babak Eghbalieh:
This will give him a new chance in life. And hopefully an extended life compared to what he would have had, had he not had the operation.
Rick Hatton:
I felt wonderful.
Dr. Babak Eghbalieh:
It's really ... of transplant. There's truly not a single cancer of this area that needs to leave the Central Valley and definitely the community medical centers. I think initially, what happened was essentially a wonderful example of that. He had general surgery involved, in acute care surgery involved where he presented with an acute obstruction. Subsequently, he was referred to oncology. He was evaluated in a multidisciplinary fashion. He had nurse, navigators, nutritionists, dieticians, genetics doctors, I mean so on and so forth. Every sub specialty that would at some point need to see him, GI to repeat colonoscopies. Essentially every sub specialty that would have to deal with a portion of his care was involved, but everyone was in constant communication to allow a seamless progression through the care without delay. And that's the key.
Rick Hatton:
Do a good job here. All of them too. That's everybody. When I was here the first time, I was here for nine days and I hugged every one of them before I left. They became family. What impresses people when I talk to them on the telephone, they ask how I'm doing and I'm telling them I'm coming home Thursday. They can't believe it.
Dr. Babak Eghbalieh:
Cancer is the jack hammer to the head that reminds us all that we have limited time.
Rick Hatton:
You need to pay attention to your body. If your body tells you it's time, you need to go in and get it ... Somehow some way, get a physical or something, because you can prevent a lot of this ...


