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O Dear Central California Faculty Medical Group Employees 
and Community Partners:

In the last fiscal year, I have been so proud of our staff, 
faculty and clinicians, as well as our strong clinical leaders 
who continue to provide Central California Faculty Medical 
Group with a vision that is focused on the values of our 
organization: learning, accountability, integrity, quality, 
compassion and enjoyment. When I think about all the 
ways in which our organization lives these values every 
day, I couldn’t help but reflect on our accomplishments 
through these core pillars.

LEARNING 
The focus of both learning and teaching is at the core of 
everything we do at CCFMG. Through our partnership with 
UCSF Fresno, as well as our strategic clinical partnerships 
throughout our community, our core faculty continues 
to teach, learn and grow as we provide innovative ways 
to train the next generation of physicians. The recent 
partnership between Family HealthCare Network, a 
Federally Qualified Health Center serving the Central 
Valley, Community Medical Centers, CCFMG and UCSF 
Fresno will allow greater access to specialty medical care 
as the UCSF Fresno residents have expanded access to 
patients in the Deran Koligian Ambulatory Care Center. In 
June, over 100 new graduates completed their residency 
programs, and went on to join prestigious fellowship 
programs and enter the workforce as doctors making our 
community a healthier and happier place for us all.

ACCOUNTABILITY 
We have some of the best faculty, and now two of our 
physicians have awards to showcase their outstanding 
work! Brian Morgan, MD, and Juan Ruvalcaba, MD, 
were recently awarded the UCSF 2018 Excellence in 
Teaching Award by the Haile T. Debas Academy of Medical 
Educators. This award highlights a group of outstanding 
educators across all specialties and training sites at UCSF. 
We are so fortunate to have such amazing faculty in our 
community, who focus on the accountability and quality of 
the medical education in our community.

INTEGRITY 
When I reflect on the integrity of this organization, as 
well as some of the amazing people I get to work with 
every day, I remember that the passion, integrity and 
commitment to our community is a primary driver for so 
many of us. One perfect example of integrity is the driving 
force behind bringing the national non-profit, Stop the 
Bleed Coalition, to Fresno. Chief of Surgery, Jim Davis, 
MD, spearheaded this effort in hopes of training as many 
people throughout the Central Valley as possible to 
reduce the loss of life due to traumatic bleeding. Since the 
beginning of the program, Dr. Davis and his colleagues 
have trained over 3,000 people to respond and prevent 
traumatic bleeding. Believing and committing to a mission 
of this magnitude is the essence of integrity, and at 
CCFMG, I am so proud to say that we see this every day. 

QUALITY 
Our Executive Leadership team, as well as our Board 
of Directors, continues to look at new ways to improve 
and grow through our existing programs and service 
lines. We have recently hired a new Manager of Quality 
Initiatives who is developing innovative ways to improve our 
quality program as well as launching new programs. This 
commitment to quality not only ensures compliance on a 
state and federal level, but sets the benchmark for medical 
practices throughout our region and the State of California. 

COMPASSION 
Our Pediatrics department has experienced immense 
growth in the last few years, and recently started seeing 
patients in the new North Medical Plaza building. This 
facility has state-of-the-art equipment and is conveniently 
located downtown, next to Community Regional Medical 
Center, so our youngest patients have access to the 
highest level of care. 

A special thank you to Serena Yang, MD, MPH, and John 
Moua, MD, for leading the department through this time of 
expansion. Their compassion to the children of this Valley 
remains unparalleled. 

ENJOYMENT 
The joy we find in our work is best summed up from our 
Chief of Emergency Medicine, James Comes, MD, who 
says “I am grateful for playing a small role in shaping the 
future of residents’ clinical practices, serving the needs 
of our patients and hospital while striving to make Fresno 
a healthier community.” I know that I truly love being able 
to support this organization as it enters a new chapter. 
We are seeing more patients than ever before, expanding 
innovative services, supporting groundbreaking research 
and through it all I truly enjoy what I do every day. I know 
that my fellow leaders feel the same, and I am grateful 
that enjoyment is a key part of what makes CCFMG a 
wonderful place to work. 

We are not simply a sum of all of our parts, but rather, we 
are a thriving, evolving and learning group of talented and 
dynamic individuals that push to make this organization 
better for our patients, our students and our community. 

Warm regards,

Joyce Fields-Keene, MPA 
Chief Executive Officer
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The Emergency Medicine – Mobile Clinic

Our programmatic aims are to:

• Empower residents to develop expertise beyond the 
fundamentals.

• Create an environment that encourages achievement, 
success and leadership beyond residency. 

• Cultivate a culture of clinical excellence, professionalism 
and patient advocacy.

• Recruit medical students and physicians who respect the 
rights and dignity of patients, and conduct themselves with 
professional and personal integrity.

DEPARTMENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS

We have successfully recruited new faculty with expertise 
in Medical Education (Xian Li, MD), Hospice and Palliative 
Medicine (Brandon Chalfin, MD), Point of Care Ultrasound 
(Nick Gastelum, MD) and Toxicology and Envenomations 
(Nick Brandehoff, MD). 

Operationally, we kept our “left without being seen” rate 
below two percent despite a census of 115,000 per year.

Rais Vohra, MD, became the Medical Director of the Central 
California Poison Control Center. 

We successfully reached our goal of raising $1 million for the 
Gene Kallsen Endowed Chair Fund. This will serve UCSF 
Fresno by supporting faculty, residents and the program.

Fred Wu, MHS, PA-C, is the Program Director of the UCSF 
Fresno Emergency Medicine PA Residency, which is the 
only PA residency program that is approved by the State of 
California as a PA postgraduate training program. The first 
PA Residency class graduated in 2017.

Stephanie Benjamin, MD, was awarded first place for ACEP’s 

DEPARTMENT REPORT

Our mission remains the 
same, to provide high-quality, 
timely emergency care via 
the educational paradigm 
and to advance the specialty 
of Emergency Medicine 
nationally through educational 
innovations, scholarship 
and the dissemination of 
state-of-the-art Emergency 
Medicine care. 

DEPARTMENT FAST FACTS

 » The “left without being seen” rate at the Community Regional Medical Center 
emergency room is below two percent.

 » $1 million was successfully raised for the Gene Kallsen Endowed Chair Fund.

 » Stephanie Benjamin, MD, fourth year resident, won first place for the 
American College of Emergency Medicine’s anniversary literacy competition 
“What’s your moment?”
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50th Anniversary literary competition “What’s your moment?”

Mike Darracq, MD, MPH, was the 2018 UCSF Fresno faculty 
research award winner.

Rawnie Ruegner, MD, and Jeff Uller, MD, were awarded the 
2017 Excellence in Teaching Award from the UCSF Haile 
Debas Academy of Medical Educators. 

ONGOING INITIATIVES

Geographic Assessment of Triage Before Yellow (GATSBY): 
Through the efforts of a process engineer, in collaboration 
with CMC’s IT department and our faculty informaticists, 
we have built a data driven improvement program that is 
tasked with reducing the patient’s length of stay, allowing 
us to extract information about demographics, turn-around 
times, length of stay, image utilization and departmental flow 
without negatively impacting quality.

Dan Savage, MD’s work with the Clinical Consensus 
Group (CCG) created many wonderful clinical pathways 
including: Acute Leukemia, Neutropenic Fever and Venous 
Thromboembolism. He also incorporated clinical support 
tools and calculators into EPIC to make them easy for use.

RESEARCH, EDUCATION AND PUBLICATIONS

We have a robust research program under the leadership of 
our Research Director, Patil Armenian, MD. She is bringing 
back the Assistant Research Associate program and will 
outreach to California State University, Fresno students who 
will do a research class with us and participate in clinical 
research starting next semester.

There have been 17 peer-reviewed publications so far in 
2018. Publications are in subject areas ranging from medical 
education, toxicology and EMS.

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT AND SPECIAL PROJECTS

The residency program continues to evolve and our current 
priorities are: 

• Expansion of our scope within quality improvement.

• Re-engineering of the Area of Concentration.

• Implementation of a scholarship program to support 
visiting Underrepresented in Medicine students.

• Stacy Sawtelle Vohra, MD, recently led our program 
through its ten-year ACGME site visit and had glowing 
recommendations from the site visitor.

The Parkmedic/EMS program under the direction of Geoff  
Stroh, MD, Megann Young, MD, Michelle Storkan, MD,  
and Fernando Macias, MD, has elevated the National Park 
Service EMS education to a new level through the creation 
of standardized training modules that are used for EMS 
education nationwide on topics including: epinephrine 
administration, fracture/dislocation reduction and childbirth. 
They also helped create a Tactical Medicine Training course 
that is given nationwide.

The residency program contributed to a number of 
community outreach projects including:

• Cooking a delicious dinner for the guests at Terry’s House.

• Shopping for and wrapping Christmas gifts for a local 
family to ensure they enjoyed the holiday season.

• Provision of the medical support for the Two Cities 
Marathon under the leadership of Drs. Leah Bauer and 
Jimmy McCue.

• Presentation of the 7th annual Mini-Medical School under 
the leadership of Dr. Vohra. Drs. Mason, Sidhu and Kallsen 
also presented at the event.

Lori Weichenthal, MD (left) with a resident
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DEPARTMENT REPORT

Over the course of 2017-
2018, the Family and 
Community Medicine 
Department devoted its 
efforts to education,  
service, and community 
outreach. Workforce 
development, especially in 
training family physicians to 
work areas of unmet need, 
remains a critical mission of 
the department.

Liana Milanes, MD, leading a group of UCSF  
Fresno residents

DEPARTMENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Department members were recognized for excellence 
and innovation during the past year. Along with several 
presentations with family medicine residents at national 
conferences, Ila Pourhashem Naeni, DO, and Juan Carlos 
Ruvalcaba, MD, were recognized with the UCSF Academy 
of Medical Educators Excellence in Teaching Award in 2017 
and 2018 respectively for their dedication and excellence 
in working with medical students and family medicine 
residents. Dr. Ruvalcaba was also recognized by Community 
Regional Medical Center’s Trauma Department with a 
community service award for his work with concussion 
protocols with high school athletic programs in our 
community. We are also excited to report that Dr. Naeni was 
appointed as Associate Program Director for the Community 
Regional Medical Center Campus, and Jasmine Garcha, 
MD, was named as Director of Quality Improvement for the 
residency program.

ONGOING INITIATIVES

The UCSF Fresno Family and Community Medicine (FCM) 
Department continues working as a key member site of the 
Professionals Accelerating Clinical and Educational Redesign 
(PACER) Initiative.

UCSF Fresno FCM presented its 19th annual Advanced Life 
Support in Obstetrics Course in May of 2018. The course 
combined evidence-based, hands-on simulation training 
and multidisciplinary team-based approaches in preparing 
maternity care providers.

DEPARTMENT FAST FACTS

 » Juan Carlos Ruvalcaba, MD was recognized by Community Regional Medical 
Center’s Trauma Department with a Community Service Award.

 » In 2017-2018, the residency program celebrated its fifth year of 100% American 
Board of Family Medicine board certification pass rate.

 » The department received $1.525 million in grant support from California’s Office 
of Statewide Health Planning and Development’s Song Brown Program for 
excellence in meeting the health care needs of California and the Central Valley.
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We also continue working with UCSF in San Francisco as a 
key site in the Primary Care Training Enhancement Program, 
a HRSA-grant program focused on residency curriculum 
redesign around the ten building blocks of patient-centered 
primary care developed by the Centers of Excellence for 
Primary Care at UCSF.

The California State Area Health and Education Center, based 
at UCSF Fresno Family and Community Medicine, developed 
the AHEC Scholars Program, which is an online and clinical 
curriculum designed to introduce health profession students to 
working with the underserved in sites serving this population 
across the state.

The Maternal Child Health Fellowship 
and Hospice and Palliative Care Medicine 
Fellowship continue to provide much needed 
resources and services to the residents of the 
Central Valley.

RESEARCH, EDUCATION AND PUBLICATIONS

Liana Milanes, MD, and Sireesha Reddy, MD, presented at 
the University of Southern California’s Innovations in Education 
Symposium, highlighting innovative work developed at 
UCSF Fresno Family and Community Medicine and involving 

interdisciplinary partners at California State University, Fresno 
and California Health Sciences University.

All UCSF Fresno Family and Community Medicine residents 
work with faculty to complete a scholarly project during 
their three-year term. Residents present these projects 
at our Regional UCSF Fresno Expo which now includes 
representatives from multiple Family Medicine programs in the 
Central Valley including Valley Health Team, Kaweah Delta and 
Hanford Family Medicine residency programs.

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT AND SPECIAL PROJECTS

In 2017-2018, UCSF Fresno Family Medicine Residency 
Program is celebrating its fifth year of 100% American Board of 
Family Medicine (ABFM) board certification pass rate.

UCSF Fresno Family and Community Medicine received 
$1.525 million in grant support from OSHPD’s Song Brown 
Program in 2018 for excellence in meeting the health care 
needs of California and the Central Valley.

UCSF Fresno Family and Community Medicine Residency 
Program completed its fourth year of Advocacy and 
Leadership training for third-year residents, focusing on a 
theme of importance to our local community.

9FY2018 – A YEAR IN REVIEW
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DEPARTMENT REPORT

2017-2018 was another year 
of growth and expansion of 
clinical services, increased 
research, and residency 
expansion. Our faculty 
and trainees remain 
committed to our missions 
of high-level clinical care, 
excellent medical education, 
advancing medical 
knowledge and community 
engagement. Each year we 
see continued growth in 
applicants for our graduate 
medical programs.

With 13 divisions in the Internal Medicine department, our 
faculty and residents are always involved in something new 
and noteworthy. Below are a few of the highlights from each 
of our divisions.

DEPARTMENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS

The Cardiology division has made continued progress in 
the Advanced Heart Failure Program under the direction 
of our Heart Failure/Transplant Director, Richard Kiel, 
MD. We now have a dedicated heart failure service 
including left ventricular assist device (LVAD) coordinators 
and Nurse Practitioners who, in addition to our Heart 
Failure Director, conduct daily hospital rounds.

The Dermatology division is a highly coveted division for 
medical students and resident rotations. The remarkable 
teaching skills of Gregory L. Simpson, MD, and Luis A. 
Dehesa, MD, have been acknowledged by the San Joaquin 
Valley PRIME program, which presented them with the best 
faculty teacher awards for 2018. Dr. Simpson was awarded 
the CRMC Attending of the year for 2017.

ONGOING INITIATIVES

The division of Gastroenterology and Hepatology provides 
high-level care for some complex pathology with state-
of-the-art endoscopic procedures such as pancreatic 
necrosectomy and pseudocyst drainage. We are now 
treating difficult GI bleeders with the new over-the-scope 
clips and securing esophageal stents with a stitch through 
the endoscopy which otherwise has a higher tendency to 
migrate. Innovative ways to evaluate cirrhosis with the non-
invasive FibroScan is ongoing.

The Neurology division provides all major subspecialty 
services including Stroke, ALS/Muscular Dystrophy, Multiple 
Sclerosis, Movement Disorders, Epilepsy, and Headache. 
The division also can provide continuous ambulatory EEG 
recording studies on outpatients as well as care for patients 
with implanted baclofen pumps, vagal nerve stimulators 
and deep brain stimulators. The division also offers formal 
neuropsychological testing services under the lead of Jason 
Gravano, PhD.

The Palliative Medicine division has grown over the past year, 
continuing to provide a robust inpatient consult service. Most 
recently we have expanded our consult service to include all 

DEPARTMENT FAST FACTS

 » The division of Cardiology is excited to 
announce it has been approved for an 
advanced imaging fellowship.

 » The UCSF Fresno Antibiotic Stewardship 
Program at Community Regional Medical 
Center has saved over $2 million in under 
two years.

 » Innovative ways to evaluate cirrhosis with 
the non-invasive Fibroscan is ongoing.

Vipul Jain, MD and Mohamed Fayed, MD

10 CENTRAL CALIFORNIA FACULTY MEDICAL GROUP



Community Medical Center hospitals. Additionally, we have 
moved to the Community Cancer Institute in Clovis. 

As we have broadened our subspecialty care, the number, 
volume and diversity of the patients that the Pulmonary/
Critical Care & Sleep Medicine division cares for has grown. 
We have expanded our ICU care with the addition of the 
Regional ECMO referral center. Our advanced interventional 
service has more than doubled over the last 18 months and 
we are now providing advanced airway evaluations and 
interventions on a daily basis. 

RESEARCH, EDUCATION AND PUBLICATIONS

The division of Cardiology is excited to announce that we 
have been approved for an advanced imaging fellowship and 
are currently recruiting for a fellow to matriculate starting in 
July 2019.

The division of Hospital Medicine was approved for a 
non-accredited Hospitalist fellowship program (led by Kam 
Au Yeung, MD). Mohammed Elhassan, MD, successfully 
completed the UCSF Teaching Scholars Program in 2018 
(the division is proud to have the most TSP graduates of any 
division in the Department of Medicine in Fresno). Lastly, 
we are proud to have hired two faculty who were originally 
part of the Longitudinal Integrated Fresno Experience (LIFE) 
program as UCSF medical students and have now returned 
to Fresno after their residency to join our division.

Specialty lung nodule evaluations and research into the 
diagnosis and management has grown to the point that we 
are developing new and innovative ways to evaluate and 
treat. We have now embarked on lung cancer screening 
with low dose CT scan, with advanced consulting and 
management recommendations. We have nationally 
recognized centers of excellence in lung nodule, asthma, 
pulmonary rehab and pulmonary hypertension.

The division of Rheumatology continues to progress in 
providing high-quality clinical care for patients with rheumatic 

diseases particularly of the autoimmune and inflammatory 
nature. Candice Reyes, MD, RhMSUS, continues to direct 
the division’s clinical activities and educational curriculum for 
residents and medical students rotating on a regular basis. 

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT AND SPECIAL PROJECTS

The Endocrinology division has recently grown significantly 
over a short period of time. We now provide the patient care 
at two University Centers of Excellence (UCOE) locations: 
University Diabetes and Endocrine Associates (UDES) in 
north Fresno and University Medicine Associates (UMA) 
at East Medical Plaza. Two endocrinologists, Raymundo 
Punzalan, MD, FACE, and Panchali Khanna, MD, were 
added last year, and very recently, three new enthusiastic 
faculty, Varsha Babu, MD, Shreela Mishra, MD, and Ngwe 
Yin, MD, have joined the division. 

On August 1, 2017 the Hillblom Center on Aging began 
seeing patients for geriatric assessment. In the first year, 
the Center saw 101 new patients providing a total of 133 
encounters to patients and their families. This included 12 
home visits provided by Carrie Jameson, NP. 

Our Hematology/Oncology division has grown significantly 
over the last year. We have moved into the Community 
Cancer Institute and provide comprehensive cancer services 
under one roof. We have extended services to Community 
Regional Medical Center, Veterans Affairs Medical Center 
and Clovis Community Medical Center.   

The UCSF Fresno Antibiotic Stewardship Program at 
CRMC, under the direction of Naiel Nassar, MD, (Program 
Director and Division Chief of Infectious Diseases Fellowship) 
promotes evidence-based prescription of antibiotics 
hospital-wide to decrease overuse and prevent microbial 
resistance. The program has saved over $2 million in under 
two years and improved overall patient safety and outcomes 
by switching IV to oral antibiotics, automatic pharmacist 
consultations on patients with certain medications and rapid 
testing for microbial infections. 

Uzair Chaudhary, MD, and the Hematology/Oncology 
department have moved to the new Community Cancer Institute 
where patients are receiving optimal comprehensive care. 

Uzair Chaudhary, MD
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DEPARTMENT REPORT

The UCSF Fresno 
Department of Neurosurgery 
is comprised of four 
neurosurgeons, one 
interventional neurologist 
and three neurointensivists. 
As a branch of the UCSF 
Department of Neurosurgery, 
the department is the only 
academic group in the  
Central Valley of California 
that provides high-level, 
complex neuroscience 
services to patients 
afflicted by disorders of 
the nervous system.
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The UCSF Fresno Department of Neurosurgery is 
led by Yu-Hung Kuo, MD, PhD, Associate Clinical 
Professor and Chief of Neurosurgery. With offices in 
Fresno, Merced and Visalia, the subspecialty trained 
neurosurgeons allow patients to remain close to home 
for treatment of their complex neurologic disease. 

With the opening of the new Cancer Center on the Clovis 
campus, the Multidisciplinary Neuro-Oncology Clinic 
allows patients to see their neurosurgeon, radiation 
oncologist and medical oncologist in a single visit. This 
multidisciplinary approach allows for better coordination 
of care between physicians and improvement in delivery 
of care. Similar multidisciplinary approaches are taken 
for treatment of brain and spine trauma in the busiest 
Level I trauma center in the state of California.

ONGOING INITIATIVES

The Neurocritical Care (NCC) unit is the 
only intensive care unit to specially manage 
patients with neurologic disorders in the 
Central Valley. The 20 bed intensive care 
environment located at Community Regional 
Medical Center is staffed by three neurologists 
and a neurosurgeon who are subspecialty 
fellowship trained in neurocritical care. 

The UCSF Fresno Department of Neurosurgery 
continues to expand its services to the Central Valley. 
In the past year we have established a clinic at the 
Fresno Veterans Administration Hospital so that 
our veterans no longer need to travel to the coast 
for evaluation of their neurosurgical disorders.

DEPARTMENT FAST FACTS

 » The Neurocritical Care unit is the only intensive care unit to specially manage 
patients with neurologic disorders in the Central Valley.

 » 9,039 patient visits at our Fresno, Merced and Visalia practice sites.

 » The department performed 1,700 operative cases in 2017.

Amir Khan, MD
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RESEARCH, EDUCATION AND PUBLICATIONS

As a branch of UCSF, the department is a participant 
in clinical trials run at the main campus. Focuses in the 
department in the past year include spine trauma and neuro-
oncology. We are also a site for industry-sponsored trials 
due to the large number of patients treated by our service. 

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT AND SPECIAL PROJECTS

The department has also been able to act as mentors 
for high school and college students who have an 
interest in the medical field through the Health Careers 
Opportunity Program and the Senior Summer Internship 
and Research Program run by UCSF Fresno.

Yu-Hung Kuo, MD, PhD, during surgery
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DEPARTMENT REPORT

The Department of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology 
continues to enhance the 
patient care provided to the 
women of Fresno County 
and surrounding areas. 
We are working to build 
the foundation needed for 
residency expansion and 
development of a Maternal 
Fetal Medicine fellowship to 
better serve the needs of our 
community in the future. 
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Obstetrics and Gynecology Department resident 
performing ultrasound on a patient

DEPARTMENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Over the course of 2017-2018, the department has 
focused on recruiting faculty in the areas of gynecologic 
oncology and general ob/gyn, providing teaching at UCSF 
in the area of Maternal Fetal Medicine, educating and 
promoting on physician wellness and burnout prevention, 
recruiting residents with potential to provide care in the 
central valley after training, increasing scholarly activity 
and community service, expanding our involvement in 
the Preterm Birth Initiative-CA (PTBi) and increasing the 
overall awareness and knowledge of our program.

ONGOING INITIATIVES

As a small department, our faculty and residents are active 
participants in clinical and educational services.

At UCSF Fresno, our faculty and residents are participating 
in institutional committees (e.g. GMEC, Chief Resident & 
Wellness), providing student mentorship and education 
through the Latino Center for Medical Education and Research 
and teaching medical students.

At Community Medical Centers (CMC), our faculty are 
providing services that include participation in numerous 
hospital committees (e.g., IRB, pharmacy & therapeutics, 
block time, peer review, surgery advisory, OB clinical 
consensus, etc.) quality improvement projects to enhance 
patient care, providing Maternal-Fetal Medicine services in 
Visalia at Family Healthcare Network, ob/gyn proctoring for 
providers at Community Regional Medical Center (CRMC), 
multi-disciplinary monthly strip round education and medical 

DEPARTMENT FAST FACTS

 » Carlos E. Sueldo, MD, received the American Society for Reproductive 
Medicine (ASRM) Star Award.

 » At the 2017-2018 UCSF Fresno Graduation, Anubhav Agrawal MD, was the 
recipient of the Outstanding Attending Teacher award and was nominated 
for the Henry J. Kaiser Award for Excellence in Teaching.

 » Glow! was launched as a new prenatal care program that takes place in a 
group setting.

14 CENTRAL CALIFORNIA FACULTY MEDICAL GROUP



directorships. In addition, our department provides 100% 
ob/gyn coverage for patients who do not have an assigned 
primary care physician and present to Labor and Delivery 
and the Emergency Department, 100% of perinatology call 
coverage at CRMC, and 100% of all floor and intraoperative 
gyn consults our residents provide surgical assistance to 
local ob/gyn providers and we deliver approximately 50%  
of all deliveries at CRMC.

University Women’s Specialty Center (UWSC) is an 
accredited practice from the Ultrasound Practice 
Accreditation Council (AIUM) in five different ultrasounds. 
In addition, UWSC provides education and training to 
ultrasound students. This program produces and prepares 
ultrasound technicians to provide services within our 
community and potentially for other local providers.

RESEARCH, EDUCATION AND PUBLICATIONS

Over the past two years, our department has been working 
diligently to increase our faculty and resident participation in  
all areas of scholarly activity and this endeavor has shown  
to be successful.

Our department has seen an overall increase in local, regional, 
national and international presentations, research collaboration 
with UCSF and successful grant applications. Recently, 
Carlos E. Sueldo, MD, received the American Society for 
Reproductive Medicine (ASRM) Star Award for presenting 
research at the annual ASRM conference for the last 10 years.

Active involvement in the mentoring and education of 
our youth was also a focus this past year. We increased 
participation in youth mentoring programs including the 
Doctor’s Academy, Health Careers Opportunity Program 
(HCOP), Biomedical Student Program and shadowing 
opportunities for high school and college students. Our 
faculty and residents increased their community service/
education ventures through the California State University, 
Fresno American Medical Student Association, providing sex 
education at Gaston Middle School, Fresno Women’s Huddle, 
media interviews and community health fairs.

At the 2017-2018 UCSF Fresno Graduation, Anubhav 
Agrawal MD, was the recipient of the Outstanding Attending 
Teacher award and was nominated for the Henry J. Kaiser 
Award for Excellence in Teaching in the Fresno Medical 
Education Program.

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT AND SPECIAL PROJECTS

UCSF Fresno ob/gyn is actively participating in the Preterm 
Birth Initiative (PTBi) in Fresno including representation on 
local work groups, participation in PTBi programs/services 
and research projects. As the County with the highest 
population-adjusted rate of preterm birth in California and the 
highest rate of disparities among African-Americans, Latinas 
and Caucasians, Fresno was selected for the first collective 
impact effort. PTBi-CA is galvanizing coordinated action 
among representatives from hospitals, public health-funded 
programs, primary care clinics, government, education and 
community-based organizations to develop strategies that 
reduce preterm birth in high-risk populations within different 
Fresno communities. The three primary areas of focus are 
health and education before pregnancy, care and support for 
pregnant women and coordinated care for women.

Glow! is a new prenatal care program that takes place in a 
group setting. The goal is to improve the health of moms 
and babies with a particular focus on maternal wellness 
and support for women in Fresno County, and to reduce 
and eliminate preterm birth and infant mortality. Glow! is 
part of a study which enables us to track outcomes and 
progress and continue improving prenatal services in our 
community. Participants also complete surveys and work 
with research staff to share their experiences. This is one 
of only a few prenatal care group models in the area and 
has been attracting patients that otherwise would have 
delivered outside of CRMC.

Carlos E. Sueldo, MD
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DEPARTMENT REPORT

The Department of Orthopaedic 
Surgery continues to grow and 
expand, providing high-quality 
orthopaedic surgery care to the 
Central Valley. The Orthopaedic 
Subspecialties include Trauma, 
Joint Replacement, Hand, Hip 
Preservation, Spine, Pediatrics 
Orthopaedics, Shoulder 
and Elbow and Sports. The 
department is now in its second 
year of our Physician Assistant 
Residency Program with two 
PA residents having completed 
their training and two PA 
residents going through the 
training program. We continue 
to focus on providing expert 
and compassionate patient 
care while training orthopaedic 
surgeons in our competitive 
and comprehensive residency 
program. The Orthopaedic 
Residency program now has 17 
residents, and in three years, we 
will reach the approved residency 
complement of 20 residents.
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DEPARTMENT FAST FACTS

 » 17,500 patient visits in the private faculty 
practice sites.

 » 6,000 patients were seen at Surgical 
Services which is run through Community 
Regional Medical Center.

 » The department performed over 3,700 
surgeries at both Community Regional 
Medical Center and Clovis Community 
Medical Center.

DEPARTMENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Over the past eight years, the Orthopaedic Surgery 
department has added a five-year residency program and 
has graduated the first twelve residents all of whom have 
matched into post-residency Orthopaedic fellowships and 
passed their first National Boards.

The faculty has grown from three members to thirteen, and 
continues to gain additional faculty trained in the multiple 
subspecialties within orthopaedic surgery. The newest 
faculty who have joined the department include Samia 
Ghaffar, MD (Spine Orthopaedics-Fellowship trained) and 
Michael Charles, MD (Shoulder/Elbow, Hand Trauma-
Fellowship trained).

ONGOING INITIATIVES

The department continues to have a robust trauma service 
with six trauma fellowship-trained orthopaedic surgeons. 
In addition, three hand fellowship-trained orthopaedic 
surgeons, a pediatric orthopaedic surgeon, a hip 
preservation surgeon and a spine surgeon have joined the 
department. The Adult Reconstruction section continues to 
perform both primary and revision total joint arthroplasties 
with a growing revision arthroplasty practice. 

The department has two private practice locations: 
University Orthopaedic Associates in Clovis (UOA-Clovis) and 
University Orthopaedic Associates in Fresno (UOA-Fresno). 
In addition, the department continues to staff the Family 
Health Care Network clinic at Community Regional Medical 
Center four days a week. The clinical volume continues to 
increase with a current volume of approximately 450 clinic 

Samia Ghaffar, MD (left) and patient
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visits per month and roughly 1,500 patient visits per month at 
the University Orthopaedic Associates office locations.

RESEARCH, EDUCATION AND PUBLICATIONS 

UCSF Fresno Department of Orthopaedic Surgery currently 
has multiple projects that are in research development. In 
2017-2018, the Department of Orthopaedic Surgery had a 
total of six publications and two Poster Presentations. One of 
the poster presentations was an award winner in the Trauma 
Classification at the American Academy of Orthopaedic 
Surgery (AAOS).

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT AND SPECIAL PROJECTS

The department’s goal is to continue to recruit subspecialty 
fellowship trained surgeons in Adult Reconstruction, Hand, 
Sports, Pediatric Orthopaedics, Foot and Ankle and Tumor. 

Increase faculty and resident research in order to achieve 
greater national recognition.

Special Projects include:

• Work with Community Regional Medical Center (CRMC) 
for more office space as our department continues to grow

• Physician Assistant Resident Program

• Potential Trauma Fellowship Program

• Resident complement to 20 by 2021-2022

Awards:

Jason Davis, MD, Trauma Surgeon received the Howard 
Rosen Table Instructor Award for an outstanding contribution 
to the AO Trauma North America Basic Principles and 
Techniques of Operative Fracture Management Course in 
San Diego, California.

Geoffrey Rohlfing, MD, PGY4 Resident was a Poster Award 
winner in the Trauma Classification at the 2018 AAOS Annual 
Conference in New Orleans, Louisiana. “Should Femoral 
Heads be Sent to Pathology after Arthroplasty for Femoral 
Neck Fracture?”

Motasem Refaat, MD (left) and patient

UCSF Fresno Orthopaedic Surgery Department 2017 - 2018
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John Moua, MD (left), with patient

DEPARTMENT REPORT

Our mission is to provide 
excellence in patient care, 
education, research and 
advocacy to improve child 
health in the San Joaquin 
Valley of California. In 
2017-2018 we continued 
to grow our pediatric 
services and educational 
and research opportunities 
through interdepartmental 
and interprofessional 
partnerships.

DEPARTMENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS

The beautiful new Pediatric Subspecialty Clinics opened at 
CRMC North Medical Plaza (NMP) in February 2018, with 
John Moua, MD, as Medical Director of Pediatric Subspecialty 
Services. CRMC is now a member of Children’s Hospital 
Association, a national collaborative network of over 220 
children’s hospitals.

Growth of our department continues, with the addition of five 
faculty members in hospitalist medicine, pediatric critical care 
medicine and general pediatrics/pediatric endocrinology. Five 
of our pediatric resident graduates will be staying on as junior 
faculty (two as Chief Residents, three as General Pediatrics 
faculty). Soe Maw, MD, Co-Chief Resident, will be staying to 
pursue a Community Pediatrics fellowship at UCSF Fresno 
and Master of Public Health in Maternal and Child Health at 
UC Berkeley. 

This year we continued to strengthen our partnership with 
UCSF Benioff Children’s with monthly subspecialty clinics at 
CRMC North Medical Plaza (Pediatric Rheumatology, Pediatric 
Hematology, Pediatric Nephrology, Adult Congenital Heart 
Disease), telehealth consultation (Pediatric Infectious Disease) 
and weekly Benioff-Fresno joint case conferences via Zoom 
technology (Genetics, Neuroimaging, Adolescent and Young 
Adult Medicine).

ONGOING INITIATIVES

Christian Faulkenberry, MD, Medical Director of ACC 
Children’s Services (General Pediatrics), is a member of 
an interdepartmental and interprofessional team leading 
the transition of ACC operations from CRMC to Family 
HealthCare Network, the nation’s seventh largest  
federally-qualified health center.

DEPARTMENT FAST FACTS

 » The department is dedicated to meeting the pediatric needs of the San Joaquin 
Valley in more than 11 specialized areas.

 » In 2017-2018, faculty and residents provided care in 22,208 pediatric  
primary care visits at the Children’s Health Center in the Deran Koligian 
Ambulatory Care Center.

 » 100% of 2017 UCSF Fresno Pediatrics resident graduates passed the American 
Board of Pediatrics General Pediatrics Certifying Exam.
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PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT AND SPECIAL PROJECTS

The UCSF Fresno Pediatric Residency Program was 
awarded a Song Brown Primary Care Residency Training 
Grant by California OSHPD for the third year in a row. 

Erica Gastelum, MD, Christian Faulkenberry, MD, and 
Serena Yang, MD, MPH, represented Pediatrics in the 
national PACER (Professionals Accelerating Clinical and 
Educational Redesign) program as part of a larger UCSF 
Fresno/CRMC interprofessional team including faculty from 
Internal Medicine, Family Medicine, Pharmacy, Nursing and 
Psychiatry. The UCSF Fresno/CRMC team was one of nine 
teams across the US selected to participate in the PACER 
faculty development program to transform clinical practices 
and educational programs into high-performing patient- 
centered medical homes. A poster of “Team UCSF Fresno-
CRMC: Our PACER Journey” was presented at the national 
PACER meeting in Chicago, Sept 26-27, 2017.

Lisa Luu, DO, third-year resident, led residents and faculty 
in a Day of Action on Dec 12, 2017 to call on Congress to 
extend funding for the national Children’s Health Insurance 
Program (which ultimately was extended by Congress on 
Feb 9, 2018).

RESEARCH, EDUCATION AND PUBLICATIONS

Renee Kinman, MD, PhD, published “A Constructivist 
Approach to the Development of an Advocacy and Social 

Justice Curriculum for Pediatric Residents” in Report from 
a Convening of Grantees on Educating and Training to 
Professionalism, Josiah Macy Jr. Foundation Institute on 
Medicine as a Profession, Sept 19-20, 2017.

At the 2018 Western Medical Research Conference in 
Carmel, CA, UCSF Fresno Pediatrics faculty and residents 
presented five oral presentations and three poster 
presentations covering topics ranging from infectious 
disease, genetics, community health and adolescent and 
general pediatrics, with abstracts published in Journal of 
Investigative Medicine, January 2018.

Joseph Shen, MD, PhD, published “Identifying and 
Addressing Genetic Counseling Challenges among 
Indigenous People of Oaxaca” in the Journal of Genetic 
Counseling, January 2018.

Soe Maw, MD, led a faculty and resident team from UCSF 
Fresno to join other pediatric residency programs across 
California to advocate for the state’s child health needs at 
CMA Legislative Advocacy Day, April 18, 2018.

Angela Benton, MD, third-year resident, and Mansi Desai, 
MD, Pediatric Hospitalist faculty, won second place overall 
submission at the 2018 CMC/UCSF Fresno QI and Innovation 
Symposium for their project Improving Pediatric Inpatient 
Asthma Pathways at CRMC.

North Medical Plaza
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UCSF Fresno Department of Psychiatry Resident 
Talking to a Patient

DEPARTMENT REPORT

In the past year, Psychiatry 
Department faculty have 
produced four publications, 
seven regional conference 
presentations and four 
national conference 
presentations.

DEPARTMENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS

After a national search, John Tran, MD, joined us as Chief 
of Psychiatry and as Medical Director for Fresno County 
Department of Behavioral Health (DBH) in May 2018. Dr. 
Tran was Chief of Geriatric Psychiatry in Spokane where 
he was an associate clinical professor at the University of 
Washington. He successfully built a robust mental health 
service in Spokane and was active in psychiatric clinical 
trials. Dr. Tran has begun interviewing psychiatrists to 
provide psychiatric services at DBH and to serve as faculty 
at UCSF Fresno.

Patrick Shea, MD, a child and adolescent psychiatrist, 
joined us in April 2018 as Assistant Clinical Professor based 
at Community Regional Medical Center (CRMC) and DBH, 
providing services in Child and Adolescent Psychiatry to 
our under served region. Before joining UCSF, he was an 
Assistant Professor of Psychiatry at the University of Utah. 
Dr. Shea is board certified in General Psychiatry, Child and 
Adolescent Psychiatry and Pediatrics.

In close collaboration with our institutional partners (CRMC, 
Veterans Affairs Medical Center and DBH), the department 
received approval to expand the Psychiatry Residency 
Program class size from four to six residents. Our first class 
of six interns joined us this summer. Increasing our resident 
complement from 16 to 24 residents is an important step 
toward meeting the mental health needs of our region. 

The Psychiatry Residency Program continued its recent 
success in placing graduates in prestigious fellowships. In 
July 2018, one of our alumnae, Anjani Amladi, MD, began 
her Child and Adolescent Psychiatry Fellowship training at 
the University of California, Davis.

DEPARTMENT FAST FACTS

 » Faculty have produced four publications, seven regional conference 
presentations, and four national conference presentations.

 » The department received approval to expand the Psychiatry Residency 
program class size from four to six residents.

 » Collaboration continues with Fresno County Department of Behavioral Health 
to provide more medical staffing and improve patient care.
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ONGOING INITIATIVES

Karen Kraus, MD, continues her collaboration with the 
Department of Pediatrics and co-investigator Serena Yang, 
MD, MPH, on two ongoing projects – the PCIR grant 
supporting resident education in the patient-centered 
medical home, and the Health Resources and Service 
Administration (HRSA) Collaborative Office Rounds grant.

Scott Ahles, MD, continues to play a major role in training 
graduate students in three programs at California State 
University, Fresno: psychology, social work and marriage 
and family therapy. He teaches classes and supervises 
the patients seen by the graduate students in the Student 
Health Service at California State University, Fresno.

Craig Campbell, MD, continues to contribute to American 
Ambulance’s Behavioral Health Support Team, in 
partnership with Ken Katz, LCSW, director of the program. 
This is an innovative program to provide clinically informed 
paramedic support to individuals suffering mental health 
crises. In his role, Dr. Campbell contributes training, 
consultation and ongoing supervision to BHST paramedics.

The Department of Psychiatry continued its collaboration 
with Fresno County Department of Behavioral Health to 
develop a model to provide medical staffing and restructure 
its model of care delivery to better serve patients. 

RESEARCH, EDUCATION AND PUBLICATIONS

A study that aims to test the therapeutic potential of the 
orexin antagonist drug, suvorexant, in a laboratory model  
of human panic continues (Andrew Goddard, MD,  
Principal Investigator). 

The department is close to receiving Institutional Review 
Board (IRB) approval for the new NNDC (National Network 
of Depression Centers) Foundation grant to participate in 
a multisite ketamine trial for treatment-resistant depression 
(Andrew Goddard, MD, Principal Investigator). 

Residents Tejas Chhaya, DO, Jasmine Singh, DO, Amina 
Sutherland-Stolting, MD, and Nikolay Dimitrov, MD, 
presented their QI project, “Lab Monitoring of second 
Generation Antipsychotics” at the CRMC/UCSF QI and 
Innovation Symposium, which described solutions to 
an identified problem in rates of routine monitoring of 
atypical antipsychotics at the VA: they altered the inpatient 

psychiatry admission order sets by adding relevant lab 
studies and removing unnecessary/redundant studies.

In the past year, Psychiatry department faculty have 
produced four publications, seven regional conference 
presentations and four national conference presentations.

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT AND SPECIAL PROJECTS

Craig Campbell, MD and Steve Hurwitz, MD, in partnership 
with CRMC, have developed a plan for the Department 
of Psychiatry to gradually meet the entire hospital’s 
consultation-liaison needs, allowing for the phase-out of the 
Specialists on Call (telepsychiatry) contract.

Resident Jasmine Singh, DO, has made a series of TV 
appearances to provide mental health outreach to the 
community. Dr. Singh’s first appearance was in December 
2017, discussing holiday anxiety, and she has continued to 
provide education on psychiatric issues as well as practical 
tips for the public. Dr. Singh has appeared on the live talk 
show Central Valley Today as well as MedWatch. In addition  
to holiday anxiety, other topics have included dementia, 
post-holiday depression, self-love, technology addiction 
and grief.

Stephen Hurwitz, MD (right) talking to a medical student
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UCSF Fresno Department of Surgery Physicians 
During Surgery

DEPARTMENT REPORT

The Department of Surgery 
continues to be committed 
to community service, 
research, quality patient 
care and a robust surgical 
education experience for  
all learners.

DEPARTMENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS

This year the UCSF Department of Surgery and Community 
Regional Medical Center (CRMC) Trauma Program teamed 
up to teach life-saving skills to the public as part of Stop 
the Bleed, a national initiative by the White House launched 
in 2015. More than 87 Stop the Bleed classes were offered 
and nearly 3,000 people, mostly school-aged children, 
were trained to date. 

The department also graduated its first 
two Acute Care/Trauma Surgery Physician 
Assistant Residency Program advanced 
practitioners. 

ONGOING INITIATIVES

Ibironke Adelaja, MD, hosted her first Breast Screening 
event with plans for a future Breast Health Symposium. 
The program provides ATLS and ASSET courses for 
professionals (nurses, PA’s, residents, fellows, faculty). 

The Trauma Program continues to teach Stop the Bleed, 
an initiative for mass-casualty training, and is fully engaged 
in community outreach. They also host a variety of public 
educational events for trauma prevention and safety. They 
include health fairs, presentation on concussions, drowning 
prevention, water safety, pedestrian safety and distracted 
driving. The audience of these events includes kids, adults 
and older adults. Residents and faculty participate with these 
events, providing medical expertise. 

RESEARCH, EDUCATION AND PUBLICATIONS

Research:

• December 2017 Sammy Siada, MD, submitted a 
manuscript for publication titled “Current outcomes of 
blunt open pelvic fractures: how modern advances in 
trauma may decrease mortality.”

• January 2018 Fatima Wilder, MD’s, abstract “Multiple 
Tumorlets in the Setting of Pulmonary Carcinoid, What 
Is the Appropriate Management?” was accepted for 
presentation at the 2018 ATS International Conference.

• February 2018 Fellow David Jeffcoach, MD, submitted three 
abstracts to AAST. Anju Saraswat, MD, also submitted an 
abstract to AAST.

DEPARTMENT FAST FACTS

 » More than 3,000 Stop The Bleed students 
trained to date.

 » The department received approval for 
a Vascular Surgery Fellowship from the 
Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical 
Education (ACGME).

 » Residents and faculty continually participate 
in serving dinner to families staying at 
Terry’s House.
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Ibironke Adelaja, MD, hosted her first Breast Screening event 
with plans for a future Breast Health Symposium. 

• April 2018 Sammy Siada, MD, presented “A predictive 
grading scale for acute cholecystitis” at Southwestern 
Surgical Congress and David Jeffcoach, MD, presented 
“The hypotensive trauma patient: re-thinking threshold for 
early REBOA placement” at Northern CA ACS.

• June 2018 Fatima Wilder, MD, presented “Thoracic Stent 
Graft Accompanied By Coil Embolization for Pulmonary 
Sequestration, An Interesting Case” at the International 
Society for Minimally Invasive Cardiothoracic Surgery.

• John Stivers, MD, manuscript titled “The Southwestern 
Surgical Congress multi-center trial on suspected common 
duct stones” will be published in the American Journal of 
Surgery, Dec. edition.

Education:

• November 2017 A cadaver hernia lab was scheduled for 
the residents for the month of November.

• November 2017 The GI Mentor was purchased for the 
Skills Lab and for residents to fulfill their Fundamentals of 
Endoscopic Surgery (FES) curriculum.

• April 2018 Erinn Kim, MD, and Sammy Siada, MD, 
participated in surgical jeopardy at the Northern California 
Chapter ACS Meeting and placed 2nd at the event

Publications:

• Koo J, Tamura D. Fidget spinner battery-LED unit ingestion 
in a 13-month-old boy. Clin Pediatr. June 2018.  
57(7):857-860.

• Davis J, Dirks R, Kaups K, Tran P. Base Deficit is superior 
to lactate in trauma. Am J Surg. April 2018.  
215(4):682-685. 

• Bilello JF, Sharp V, Dirks RC, Davis JW, Kaups KL. After 
the embo: predicting non-hemorrhagic indications for  

splenectomy after angioembolization in blunt trauma 
patients. Trauma Surg Acute Care Open. February 2018. 
3(1):e000159.

• Siada SS, Davis JW, Kaups KL, Dirks RC, Grannis KA. 
Current outcomes of blunt open pelvic fractures: how 
modern advances in trauma care may decrease overall 
mortality. Trauma Surg Acute Care Open. December 2017. 
2(1):e000136.

• Siada SS, Schaetzel SS, Chen AK, Hoang HD, Wilder 
FG, Dirks RC, Kaups KL, Davis JW. Day versus night 
laparoscopic cholecystectomy: a comparison of outcomes 
and cost. Am J Surg. December 2017. 214(6):1024-1027.

• Davis JW, Dirks RC, Sue LP, Kaups KK. Attempting to 
validate the over/under triage matrix at a Level I trauma 
center. J Trauma Acute Care Surg. December 2017. 
83(6):1173-1178.

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT AND SPECIAL PROJECTS

Through the UCSF Residency Wellness Program, residents 
and faculty participate in serving dinner to families staying at 
Terry’s House and have since hosted two meals in the 17-18 
academic year. The residents attended an Escape Room 
challenge designed to promote team building. 

All faculty, fellows, residents and staff completed four 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion training modules and several 
participated in a UCSF all day training workshop. 

The Department of Surgery houses one of the 3 institutional 
PA Residency Program and the only CME approved PA 
Residency didactic conference. 

The department has submitted and received Accreditation 
Council for Graduate Medical Education (ACGME)  
approval for a Vascular Surgery Fellowship.

Ibironke Adelaja, MD (right) and event organizers
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“I felt very comfortable with 
the provider and he was very 
informative. He took his time 
and listened to my concerns”

-Barbara

Central Valley Vein and 
Wound Center

“Dr. Dehesa is a psoriasis 
miracle worker! He’s very 
knowledgeable and explains in 
depth what’s happening to my 
skin and how he can help get in 
clearer. Excellent physician!”

-Charla

University Dermatology 
Associates

“Since I have the highest 
regard for Dr. Z, I have already 
recommended him to friends 
who have Parkinsons. His 
friendliness matches his 
professionalism!”

-Joseph

University Neurology 
Associates

“I couldn’t ask for a better place 
to provide services for my girls. 
Dr.’s are very knowledgeable 
and caring. The whole staff is 
a committed and dedicated 
group of people.”

-Holly

University Pediatric 
Specialists

“Without Dr. Fayed’s expertise 
and commitment I would not 
be alive! The team that was 
assembled all worked  
together to give me a second 
chance at life.”

-Gary

University Sleep and  
Pulmonary Associates

“Treated me very well and took 
care of my wound. They were 
always very nice.”

-Maria

Valley Vascular Surgery 
Associates
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“I had a great experience here; 
meeting the doctors and 
getting properly treated”

-Israel

University Pediatric 
Specialists

“The night staff was alert and 
responsive to my needs.”

-Noel

University Sleep and 
Pulmonary Associates

“Dr. Morgan and all of his staff 
have been wonderful and 
extremely comforting which 
has been a huge blessing.”

-Danielle

University Women’s 
Specialty Center

“I chose to take a picture with 
Shelley because I’ll never 
forget the way she made 
me feel when I first started 
coming here. She always takes 
the extra step.”

-Michael

University Dermatology 
Associates

“They always treat every minor 
question as if it is vital. To us, 
the peace of mind knowing  
Dr. Moua is caring for our son is 
unrivaled.”

-Michael

University Pediatric 
Specialists

“Start with Tammy who treats 
me like family to the great Dr. 
Rasmussen, yes I mean great. I’ll 
say this, it’s this treatment by 
these professionals that keeps 
me alive!”

-Thomas

University 
Cardiovascular Center
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William H. Likosky, MD, FAAN, FAHA (right) on Central Valley Today

Kenny Banh, MD, FACEP (right), on Central Valley Today

Geoffrey Stroh, MD (right), being interviewed by KSEE24

John Moua, MD (right), being interviewed by ABC Action News

UCSF Fresno Faculty in the News
Media often turn to UCSF Fresno faculty physicians 
for their expertise on health and medical issues. 
Over the past year, UCSF Fresno experts have 
been interviewed by local, state, national and 
international outlets on topics ranging from air 
quality, diabetes, high blood pressure, mass 
casualty incident preparedness, mercury poisoning, 
intentional and unintentional consumption of 
single-use detergent sacs, healthy social media 
use in kids, Stop the Bleed training, stroke, sushi 
consumption and tapeworms, resident physician 
and medical student training, violence in the 
workplace, wilderness medicine and cave rescues, 
among many other topics.
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  Serena Yang, MD, MPH
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Since it premiered in 2017, UCSF Fresno Faculty Physicians 
have been featured in over 30 of MedWatch Today segments. 
This partnership between Community Medical Centers and 
KSEE24 and CBS47 allows our physicians to talk about the 
most important health issues affecting the Central Valley in 
a weekly, half-hour TV segment. These interviews are also 
shared across social media sites and have been featured in 
the waiting rooms of our University Center’s of Excellence 
faculty practice sites.

Physicians Recently Featured 
on MedWatch TODAY

Amy Parks, LCSW Jessica Mason, MD

Leigh Ann O’Banion, MD (right), and patient

Valley woman diagnosed with 
stage 4 melanoma in her lungs
 » Mohamed Fayed, MD

Back to School Germs
 » Victor Vargas, MD

Health Benefits of Meditation
 » Lori Weichenthal, MD

Inhalers
 » Vipul Jain, MD

Summer Water Safety
 » Christine Nelson, MD

Picking the Best Sunscreen
 » Greg Simpson, MD

Heat Precautions
 » Jessica Mason, MD

Sleep Apnea
 » Rafael Zuzuárregui, MD

Pediatric Cystic Fibrosis Patient
 » John Moua, MD

Brain Tumor Fundraiser
 » Nicholas Levine, MD

ECMO Saves Local Professor
 » Mohamed Fayed, MD
 » Eyad Almasri, MD

Abdominal Reconstruction
 » Amir Fathi, MD

Fibroscan
 » Marina Roytman, MD, FACP

Improvements in the ICU
 » Krista Kaups, MD, MSc, FACS

Teens and Depression
 » Patrick Shea, MD

Stop The Bleed
 » James Davis, MD, FACS

Beijing Delegates Visit
 » John Moua, MD

Autism Early Detection
 » H. Terry Hutchison, MD, PhD
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UCSF FRESNO – CRMC 
PARTNERSHIP SAVES LIVES  
Gary Gramenz, PhD, dean of the School of 
Education at Fresno Pacific University, thought 
he was getting a cold. When symptoms 
persisted, he went to his family doctor. Having 
had pneumonia in the past, he wanted to rule 
it out. X-rays revealed bilateral pneumonia. 
He was prescribed antibiotics and went 
home. Then he took a turn for the worse. 

“The next thing I knew, I woke up in the 
intensive care unit,” said Dr. Gramenz. 
That’s when he turned to his significant 
other Maureen Barrett to explain.

“His symptoms became progressively worse,” 
said Barrett, a registered nurse. “He was 
weak. He couldn’t walk and his respiration was 
labored. I immediately called 911.” Gramenz was 
taken to a hospital and was soon transferred to 
Community Regional Medical Center (CRMC). 

“At first, I was concerned about Valley fever,” 
said Mohamed Fayed, MD, a pulmonary 
and critical care faculty physician at UCSF 
Fresno and CRMC. “By morning, he wasn’t 
improving nor responding to the usual 
management. I knew we had to implement 
life-saving treatment immediately.” 

An acute case of pneumonia and 
bleeding in the lungs were causing 
respiratory failure in Gramenz, making 
him an ideal candidate for ECMO. 

Extracorporeal membrane oxygenation, or 
ECMO, coupled with a special, high-level care 
medical team, gives patients with life-threatening 
respiratory or cardiac failure new hope for 
life. The unique UCSF Fresno - CRMC team 
was launched in August 2016. Timothy Evans, 
MD, PhD, professor of medicine at UCSF 
Fresno and medical director of the CRMC 
medical intensive care units, led the effort. 
The team consists of an intensivist, surgeons, 
cardiologist, specialized nurses, perfusionist, 
respiratory therapist and physical therapists. 

ECMO works by pumping and oxygenating a 
patient’s blood outside of their body. Blood is 
pumped through catheters and oxygenated, 
taking out carbon dioxide before it is warmed  
to body temperature and returned to the patient. 
This allows the organs to rest and heal. 

“ The program is unique in the Valley  
 because of its accreditation and  
 the medical team’s approach,”  
 said Dr. Fayed. “Physicians and  
 the entire ECMO team provide  
 round-the-clock care.” 

Over the past year and a half, the team 
has been critical to saving lives. Gramenz 
is one of those grateful patients. 

“Lots of words come to mind after this 
experience,” said Gramenz. “Lucky, 
fortunate, blessed, humbled. Words 
cannot express my gratitude.” 

Thanks to Team ECMO, Gramenz was 
able to go home, and along the way, 
satisfied a craving for In-N-Out Burger.

Mohamed Fayed, MD right), and Gary Gramenz, PhD (left)
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